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Does moshi Facilicate the Comprehension of Japanese Conditionals?:

An Examination of Sentence Processing Using a Self-Paced Reading Experiment

ICHIE Ai

In Japanese conditional sentences, the condition clause ends with a conjunctive particle that marks it as a condition, but
that clause may also begin with the adverb moshi. The use of moshi is not essential, but when it is used it clearly indicates a
hypothetical conditional. In that case, it has to be put before the conjunction. In this paper, I aim to clarify the effect of moshi’s
presence and position on the sentence processing of hypothetical conditionals in Japanese. To do so, I conducted a self-paced
reading experiment with both Japanese native speakers and learners of Japanese having four different first languages. My results
show that the usage of moshi had no effect on Japanese native speakers. However, for the learners, moshi can facilitate the
processing of a text, shortening the reading time and facilitating correct answering regardless of the learners’ first languages.
These results might contribute not only to the comprehension study of Second Language Acquisition but also to the development

of “Easy Japanese”, which can be useful for supporting the development of multicultural understanding within Japanese society.

(Tokyo Metropolitan University)
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AW TIE MEEFZH T A b KCT) ZBHFEL, THAEZHD /2D DiFRY A X7 A b (VSTRJ-50K) (H
B3, 2015 ; FE@EA, 2017) EHEDETHAMR L2 #EZMRITERL 2. AAENOD 3 RFITBITSHH
AR L2 22T, HEER L1 2R OHEE B s g 3 B A L7s i U, FRETFEM S AL 2
/2 IR D T D DT A OB Mo =M, T v 2 2 43T VSTRI-50K O —RITHEAMEN > 77z
DL ZIN—=THNIDIF il iz & 25, 7N —TNTRETNAOBEEENHEL, LLICK> THEDR
125N < FIEL . FRICEMICK2EWVWIEETH > 7z, 158« 1 HETFH /20 OV EE M 2 MGEEL 72
LA, B o BRI TES o ThE, Bl 5B ERICAT THUTELS 22 ZENHS NI
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Vocabulary Size and Kanji Knowledge of Japanese as a Second Language:

Effects of the First Language and Learning Period

MATSUSHITA Tatsuhiko, SATO Naoko, SASAO Yosuke,
TAJIMA Masumi and HASHIMOTO Mika

In this study, a Kanji Conversion Test (KCT) was developed and implemented together with the Vocabulary Size Test for
Reading Japanese (VSTRIJ-50K) (Tajima et al., 2015; Sato et al., 2017) for university students who learn Japanese as a second
language (JSL) . Among JSL students at three universities in Japan, the estimated vocabulary size of Chinese-background students
was 30,000 or more on average, while that of non-Kanji-background students was less than 20,000. Although the correlation
between the two tests was high, the unidimensionality of VSTRJ-50K was low in the Rasch analysis. Accordingly, when DIF
analysis was performed for each L1 group, the goodness of fit to the model increased within each group, and there were many
words with different difficulty levels depending on L1. In particular, the differences depending on word origin were remarkable.
Examining the average learning time per word/kanji revealed that it declined as learners progressed from beginner to intermediate
and advanced, and then increased from advanced to highly advanced. Therefore, a comprehensive consideration of L1/L2 learners’

vocabulary and kanji knowledge is necessary for curriculum development.

(MATSUSHITA: University of Tokyo, SATO: Chiba University, SASAO: Kyoto University,
TAJIMA: Chuo Gakuin University, HASHIMOTO: Kawasaki Medical School)
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